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RMSST 9th Grade Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment
Welcome to 9th grade literature at Rockdale Magnet School for Science and Technology.  You will complete THREE assignments for Summer Reading. This document can also be found on the Magnet website.
Refer to this video (http://tinyurl.com/magnetsummerreading) to access a welcome message and introduction to the summer reading assignments.
Complete ALL of the following:
1. Read The Happy Student: 5 Steps to Academic Fulfillment and Success, by Daniel Wong.  Complete a double-entry journal for this book (p. 2-3).  You will be using The Happy Student throughout the semester in Research 1, High School 101, and Magnet 9th Grade Literature and Composition, and there will also be an in-class discussion over the book within the first weeks of school.

2. Select ONE book from the school summer reading list (p. 4).  Complete Personal Reading Reflection and Pre-writing page(s) (p. 5-6).

3. Select an article set from the APES Connection page (p. 7). Read all materials and complete FOUR article/video review forms (p. 8).

All assignments will be turned in SEPARATELY. Please do not staple everything together/create one big packet, as these are each graded separately and at different times.
Summer Reading assignments will be due:
Monday: August 10 (A day)*
Tuesday: August 11 (B day)*
*You will know at Open House if you have my class on an A or a B day.
Please note: If you will need to print your work at school, PLEASE bring it on a flash drive (or upload to One Drive/Google Drive) BEFORE the due date. You will be allowed to print from one of my computers in class. Emailed work will not be accepted.
If you have any questions about the summer reading assignment, please email Mrs. Wisnewski at kwisnewski@rockdale.k12.ga.us.  
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	Title
	Author
	Lexile
	Genre

	Outcasts United^
	Warren St. John
	980L
	Nonfiction: Sports

	Into Thin Air
	John Krakauer
	1320L
	Nonfiction: Memoir

	Stamped: Racism, Anti-racism, and You
	Jason Reynolds
	1000L
	Nonfiction: History w/ modern twist

	Navigating Early
	Clare Vanderpool
	790L
	Fiction: Historical/Disability

	A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder*
	Holly Jackson
	700L
	Fiction:
Contemporary/Thriller

	Let Me Hear a Rhyme*

	Tiffany D. Jackson
	610L
	Fiction:
Contemporary: Social Issues

	Catch-22
	Joseph Heller
	1140L
	Fiction: Historical/War

	The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time
	Mark Haddon
	1180L
	Fiction: Contemporary/Disability

	This One Summer
	Mariko Tamaki, Jillian Tamaki
	---
	Fiction
Contemporary: Graphic Novel


Reading Assignment #2: School Choice Book/ Reading Inventory
** Some of these books might contain content with which you are uncomfortable. Check commonsensemedia.org or email me if you have questions about content of a particular book.**

^be sure you select the correct edition, as this book has an abridged edition. Yours should be 240+ pages. 
*suggested for anyone interested in Book Club/Reading Bowl
**Please note: completing 10 Achieve3000 articles/activities is NOT an acceptable substitute for rising RMSST students.**
Reading Inventory/Response Form
Answers may be typed or handwritten and can be on a 
separate sheet of paper if needed.

Name: 
Title of Book: 							Author: 

As you read, keep a running list of unfamiliar words. Use context clues to make a guess as to their meaning, and then use a dictionary (or dictionary.com, or whatever else you have at your disposal) to look up an exact definition. You should have at least FIVE words listed. You may write them on the back of this, type them, or write them on a separate sheet of paper.

Firstly, hello! Welcome to 9th Grade Literature. In a few sentences, please tell me what kinds of books you tend to read, and/or how you feel about reading in general.

What problems do you sometimes have while reading (if any), and what do you do (or what can you do) to solve these problems (Yes, getting bored and/or falling asleep IS an acceptable answer here)?


What is ONE book that has had a strong impact on you, and why is this book important to you?



What makes a “good book” to you?

What makes a “bad book” (don’t say “boring,” unless you plan to go into more detail to support your answer)?

Now, think about this book. The one you just read. Was it like other books you’ve read? How so?



How was it different from other books you’ve read?


What about this book will stay with you months from now?


Did it make you consider anything about life and/or people/society? Were you able to relate to it? How so?


Select THREE quotations from this book that you think are important. Why do you think these quotations stood out to you? Did they make you think deeply about anything? 


Pre-write
Your responses to the following questions will assist you in writing your Summer Reading essay a few weeks into the semester. You do NOT need to write the essay now.

Who is your main character (if your book has several stories, select one character to focus on)?

What do they want for most of the book?

What gets in the way of your character achieving this goal?

What could happen if your character does not achieve this goal?

How is the conflict resolved? Is the goal achieved, partially achieved, or changed?

What does your character learn, and/or how has your character changed from the beginning?




Reading Assignment #3: APES Connection

You will select ONE of the two topics described below and complete ALL assignments associated with your topic. Articles/videos can be found online.

Topic One: “Feeding 9 Billion”

Link: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/foodfeatures/feeding-9-billion/

Read ALL Articles:
1. “Where Will we Find Enough Food for 9 Billion?”
2. “Can the Blue Revolution Solve the World’s Food Puzzle?”
3. “Can Africa’s Fertile Farmland Feed the World?”
4. “Why are People Malnourished in the Richest Country on Earth?”
5. “Could Eating Like our Ancestors Make us Healthier?”
6. “Science Prevented the Last Food Crisis. Can it Save Us Again?”
7. “Is America’s Appetite for Meat Bad for the Planet?”
8. “What is it about Eating that Brings us Closer?”

*Note: You will see the above titles written in a colorful circle. Scroll down to read the article. Click the arrow on the right to read the next article. Click the arrow on the left to read the previous article. 

Select FOUR articles, and complete the “Article/Video Review form” for EACH article.

Topic Two: “Big Cats Initiative”

Link: https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/big-cats-initiative/education/ 

Read ALL Case Studies:
1. “The Greater Southern Bypass”
2. “Big Cats in the Maasai Steppe”
3. “Big Cats in the Ruaha Landscape”

Read ALL Resources for Grades 9-12
(Scroll down to find)
1. “Introduction to Captive Breeding”
2. “Captive Breeding and Species Survival”
3. “Captive Breeding Case Studies”

Watch the following videos:
(on bottom of page – You will need to click the scroll arrows on the right side. Arrows appear when you hover over the video)
1. “Lions vs Hyenas: Competing Interests”
2. “Threats to Big Cats: Poachers”
3. “Protecting People”

Select THREE articles and ONE video, and complete the “Article/Video Review form” for EACH article/video selected



Article/Video Review Form
Topic:
	Article/Video title:


	In THREE sentences, state the overall topic of this article/video
	Sentence 1
	

	
	Sentence 2
	



	
	Sentence 3
	



	Describe TWO new concepts/ideas that you learned from this article
	Concept 1 – Describe using 3-4 sentences
	

	
	Concept 2 – Describe using 3-4 sentences
	

	Identify and define THREE unfamiliar words from this article
	Term 1
	Definition

	
	Term 2
	Definition



	
	Term 3
	Definition
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Double entry journal example:

Title of Book:

Quotations: Type the copied passage, phrase or
quotation on this side of your journal entry.

Remember: These are key quotations, phrases, and
passages that you feel are significant or important, or
that compel you to question what you are reading.

Analysis and Response: Type your response fo the
reading on this side of the journal.

Respond o the passage. Possible ways to begin a
response include

Responses are a minimum of 3 senfences. Your
responses should take up a full hal-page for EACH of
your four pages of enfries. Each response should
demonstrate careful thought about the text.

Possible ways fo begin a response:
« This passage reminds me of...
« lwonderi

« This point is important because....
«_This passage connects to my life because...

“Seriously,” he complained, “math makes sense. Lines
are straight. They form nice neat angles. They make
squares or friangles. | ike that. | can understand that.
Poetry is full of squiggles and blips. Don't make sense fo
me."

“Most relationships don’t go in a straight line.” | fried to
explain to him. “Poetry is about feelings. and
relationships, and that's really complicated.”

Sharon Draper, p. 160 of Darkness Before Dawn

This quotation connects o my life because my strength
is my understanding of math. | am very good at solving
most math problems, except word problems. In English |
have a hard fime inferprefing poetry because there are
so many ways fo analyze it, and some of the language is
difficult. Poetry is complicated, just like the life of @
teenager and allthe drama we encounter. It's much
easier to solve a math problem and finish it than fo figure
out the complicated web of poetry.
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Double Entry Journal

The double entry journalis a type of two-column note-faking. It helps readers construct meaning from a text, to
make personal connections fo what they read, and to write down the insights they gain from reading (what
they have learned). This type of journal allows students to question, elaborate, make connections, evaluate,
reflect upon, make predictions, analyze. and interpret what they have read.

Your responsibility is to maintain a double-entry journal at least four typewritien pages in length.

Your objective is fo.
1. Find key quotations, phrases, or passages that you think are interesting, important, or significant.

2.0n the left side of the journal, copy the exact quetation, phrase, or passage and page number. You should
have a minimum of 16 quotations and responses. Quotations may be one senfence or longer.

3.0n the right side of the journal, respond in your own werds to the text you have written on the left side of the
journal. Your response might consist of personal connections, connections to other books you've read,
questions that you have. etc. An analogy for this process is fo see the left column functioning as a highlighter
and the right column as the notes scribbled in the margin.

Your entries should come from the beginning. middle, and end of the book. Entries that focus solely on a
limited number of pages will be graded harshiy!

A note on formatting your double-entry journal: Please use STANDARD 12-point Times New Roman or 11-point
Century Gothic font and STANDARD margins for your journal. | recommend inserfing a table fo format your
page (see example below).

Double entry journal example:
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g Double Entry Journal Rubric

Excellent Good Fair Poor Unacceptable
4 points 3 points 2points 1 point (Does not meet the
standard)
0 points

Selected quotations

Points X 5

Jounal includes MORE
THAN 16 quotations.
Each of the quotations
selected reveals
connection with and
understanding of text.
Quotations come from
the beginning, middle,
and end of the fext.
Quotations are cited
accurately.

Joumnalinciudes 15-16
quotations. The majority
of quotations selected
reveal connection with
and understanding of
the text.

Quotations come from
the beginning, middle,
and end of the text.
Quotations are cited
accurately.

Joumalincludes 11-15
quotations. Many of the
quotations reveal
connection with and

understanding of the

come from limited page
numbers. Quotations
make lack accurate
citations.

Joumnalinciudes 5-10
quotations. Quotations
may not reveal a
connection with or
understanding of the
text. Quotations may
come from limited page
numbers (i.e., on the first
20 pages of the book).
Quotations may lack
accurate citations.

Journal includes fewer than
5 quotations. Quotations
may be inaccurate and
may not reveal a
connection fo the text.
Quotations may come from
limited page numbers and
may lack accurate.
citations.

‘Analysis and response

Each of the four
‘analysis and response”
sections demonsirates a

Each of the four
“analysis and response”
sections demonsirates a

The “analysis and
response” sections
demonstrate some

The “analysis and
response” sections
demonstrate little

The “analysis and response”
sections are largely
incomplete and/or fail to

Points X 5 clear understanding of | mostly clear understanding ofand | understanding of and | show any understanding of
and interaction with the | understanding of and | interaction with the text, | interaction with the fext. | or interaction with the fext.
read text. Each analysis | inferaction with the read | but may not fully explore | Responses lack depth | Sections may be missing
and response section fext. Each analysisand | the ideas expressedin | and/or clarity and may | (i.. only one analysis
includes an insightful response section the selected page be too brief (lessthan % | complete).
and complex includes a combination | range. Analysis and page).
combination of of reactions, questions, | response sections may
reactions, questions, problems, connections, | focus solely on questions,
problems, connections, | and analyses ., butmay | problems, connections,
and analyses. lack some insight or etc. rather than a

depth. variety.

Grammar and The paper has been This paper has been The paper may nof have paper has many The paper has so many

mechanics proofread and is proofread. There are been proofread; erorsin grammarand | errors in grammar and
flawless. There areno | very small (and very few) | however, there are errors | mechanics. The paper | mechanics that it lacks

Points X 2.5 emors in grammar or erorsin grammarand | in grammar and demonstrates poor fiuency and coherence)

mechanics.

mechanics.

mecharnics.

control over academic
American Engish.





